FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION:  



Dec 01

Why does the FES Fiscal Year Account Report not match GAFS, ASKIT, or the Interfund bill for the same calendar month?

Background:  During the Joint Interoperability and Testing Command review, DOD and USAF users indicated confusion over why various reports and feeds available from FES don’t show the same aggregate transaction dollar value as each other or the Interfund Bill.

ANSWER:  Each report or feed returns data under a pre-defined or user-defined set of parameters.  These parameters may or may not be consistent with the DESC billing cycle, obligation system processing dates, or the “calendar month.”  Comparing reports or feeds, which are inclusive of different dates, should provide different results, presuming there was transactional activity on the specified dates.

In addition, the query basis itself (properly) leads to discrepant results.  For example, if the query in FES is for “Transactions occurring between 1 Oct and 30 Oct, it will provide detail and aggregate of those transactions based on the date of the transaction’s occurrence.  The GAFS “Selective” report for the same period will return transactions processed to GAFS during this period, regardless of the date of the event(s).

There is no impact of this issue on the service and DESC financial systems.  These systems have always operated asynchronously; each has its own “closure” protocol for accounting periods.  The effect of transactions that don’t get picked up for billing by DESC (because of accounting period closure prior to the end of the calendar month) against service obligation systems that have longer closure periods, is merely that the DESC bill affected transactions will appear in a subsequent billing.

