	Plants and Plant Maintenance Services
	· Federal Property Management Regulations, 41 CFR 101-26.103-2, allow use of government funds for pictures, objects of art, plants, or flowers (both real and artificial), or any other similar type items. 
· Comptroller General decisions further stated that use of appropriated funds for decorative plants, pictures, etc. allowed where they contribute to a pleasant working atmosphere, improving morale and efficiency.  Thus, expenditures for decorative items have been authorized when their purchase is consistent with work related objectives and the agency mission.  

· Determinations regarding need for purchasing items for use in space assigned to any agency are judgments reserved to the agency.  Determinations with respect to public space such as corridors and lobbies are reserved to the agency responsible for operation of the building.  
· Except as otherwise authorized by law, Government funds shall not be expended for pictures, objects of art, plants, flowers (both real and artificial), or any other similar items intended solely for the personal convenience or to satisfy the personal desire of an official or employee.  

· Items should also be reasonable in cost – no valuable works of art, handicraft, etc.  
· Items should be for public or common areas too, as opposed to individual offices, since items for individual offices could be construed as being solely for the personal convenience or to satisfy the personal desire of an official or employee. 
· Plant maintenance contracts are also authorized, so long as it is for indoor plants that are in common or public areas, not in individual offices or assigned workspaces.  
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