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11.  THIS ITEM ONLY APPLIES TO AMENDMENTS OF SOLICITATIONS  
 

 [ X ]    The above numbered solicitation is amended as set forth in Item 14.  The hour and date specified for receipt of Offers  
 [  ] is extended,   [ X ] is not extended  
Offers must acknowledge receipt of this amendment prior to the hour and date specified in the solicitation or as amended, by one of the following 
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amendment, and is received prior to the opening hour and date specified.  
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The purpose of this amendment is to address questions proposed by prospective offerors 
concerning the solicitation. 
 
 
1. Q:  How does the Government define “qualified utility provider” as the phrase is 
used in paragraph C.2.1?  What is the “service” or “services” referred to in paragraph 
C.2.1, lines 2, 3 4, and 6?  Please provide a definition of “service” or “services” referred 
to in paragraph C.2.1, lines 2 ,3, 4, and 6.  (C.2.1) 
 
 A:  A qualified utility provider is one who is capable of providing the services the 
Government is seeking to acquire under this solicitation. The services referred to in 
section C.2.1 are defined in Section C as a whole.   
 
2. Q:  Will the Government require that the Contractor either possess or obtain the 
requisite state licenses, permits or certifications prior to being awarded the contract?  
Prior to being eligible to bid on the contract?  Who makes the determination as to which 
state licenses, permits or certifications are required? [C.3.1] 
 
 A:  In general, appropriate licenses permits and certifications must be obtained 
prior to award.  The contractor is responsible for determining what licenses permits and 
certifications are required.     
 
3. Q:  What does the qualification “subject to applicable legal requirements…” mean 
in ¶ C.3.2?  [C.3.2] 
 
 A:  See section C.2.1.  
 
4. Q:  What is the definition of “utility service” as used in ¶ C.8?  Because this 
contract contemplates utility plant rather than the commodity itself, is it correct to 
assume that the outages/service interruptions referred to in ¶ C.7 and ¶ C.8 are those 
involving specifically utility equipment or fixtures included in the Bill of Sale?  [C.7, 
C.8] 
 
 A:  The utility services required are defined in Section C of the solicitation. The 
outages referred to in sections C.7 and C.8 are those resulting from failures in the utility 
systems owned and operated by the contractor.  
 
5. Q:  When will the government make the initial notification to state agencies 
concerning the termination/transfer of various permits, authorizations, etc.? 
 
 A:  The Government will make initial notification to state agencies immediately 
after award. 
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6. Q:    If the Government performs or supplements performance of contract 
functions voluntarily pursuant to ¶ H.6, would the Government charge the Contractor for 
such services?  If so, is there to be a schedule of charges?  [¶ H.6] 
       
 A:  No. There would be no charge.  This provision permits the Government to 
substitute for or supplement the contractor’s efforts in emergency situations where the 
contractor’s failure to perform is beyond the contractor’s control and without its fault or 
negligence. If the Government were required to substitute for or supplement the 
contractor’s efforts where the contractor’s failure to perform was without adequate 
excuse, the Government would expect the contractor to assume financial responsibility. 
 
7.    Q:  What is the Contractors responsibility for pre-existing environmental 
contamination? 
 
       A:  The contractor is not responsible for pre-existing environmental contamination.  
 

8.   Q:  How does the government owned generators operate and do they connect to the 
distribution system? 
  
      A: We have a listing of back-up emergency power generators by facility and whether 
they are manual start or automatic start.  Our understanding from the Solicitation is that 
the back-up power generators will not be privatized. 
 
9.   Q: Are there are other systems in the manholes and if the manholes transfer, how will 
this be managed? 
 
      A: To the best of our knowledge, primary electrical distribution system underground 
cable and associated manholes have been identified.  Communications system manholes 
are not to be privatized by this solicitation.  There is a potential that we may have some 
airfield lighting system circuits passing through electrical manholes that are not in the 
scope to be privatized. 
 
10.  Q:  Does the propane backup system connect to the distribution system and what are 
the restrictions on the use of the system? 
 
      A:   The back-up propane air alternate fuel source to the natural gas distribution 
system is tied directly into the natural gas distribution system.  When informed by the 
local utility company to go on back-up fuel for a curtailment or if we choose to exercise 
the back-up fuel plant, the system merely requires start-up.  This system is set to operate 
at a slightly higher system pressure that the incoming local utility company’s settings 
such that it overrides that pressure and takes over.  No valve manipulations, gas simply 
ceases to fl through the LDCs master meter and is fed from the plant through the same 
distribution and service lines.  There are no restrictions to its use, just to use when 
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informed of a curtailment by the LDC in accordance with the existing service 
agreement. 
 
11.  Q:  Is any part of McEntire ANG Base a federal enclave? 
 
       A:   McEntire ANGS is Air Force fee owned land, licensed to the State of 
South Carolina for ANG use.  There is some out-granted property to the Army National 
Guard for their use within the boundaries of the installation. 
  
 
12. Q:  Where are the existing service points for the electric system? 
 
      A:  The existing service points for the electric system can be found at Attachment 
J55- Example Right-of-Way (electrical), McEntire ANGB, SC on pages 27-32 at the 
DESC website:  http://www.desc.dla.mil/main/a/priv/reg4.htm 
 
13. Q.  Where is the technical library and what is the procedure for access to the 
technical library? 
 
      A:  Technical information is provided at the DESC website (referenced above) under 
the Technical Library Section. 
 
14. Q:  Will the government identify any equipment that has a PCB status associated 
with it? 
 
      A:  To the best of our knowledge, all of the electrical transformers previously 
containing PCBs were replaced in the early 1990s.  We believe that e are PCB-free. 

 
15. Q: Will the government retain responsibility for pre-existing environmental 
conditions?  
 
      A:  Yes, the government will retain responsibility for pre-existing environmental 
conditions. 
 
16.  Q:  Will the government retain liability for system safety defects until the contractor has had 
sufficient time to make the required upgrades? 
 
      A:  No, the government will not retain liability for the system safety defects after it has been 
transferred. 
 

17. Q:  Does the base have a complete list of all permits, authorizations, and/or certifications 
now held by the Government for the base? 

 
A:  We have the information available, however, it is not yet consolidated in the centralized  
Technical Library.  Most environmental permits are maintained in the office of our  
Environmental Coordinator, Mr. Kermel Scott (803) 647-8535. 


