C13	SIZE, SIZE CONSIST, AND PREPARATION (DESC AUG 1997)


	(a)  DEFINITIONS.


		(1)  TOP SIZE.  The sieve (screen) designating the upper limit or top size of a series of screens with the smallest openings upon which coal is cumulatively retained.  This is cited as a percentage by weight of coal larger than the defined top size.  This requirement is found in the Schedule section of the solicitation/contract (e.g., no more than 5% retained on a 1 ¼ inch screen).  The defined top size is not to be confused with the size of the largest lot.


		(2)  BOTTOM SIZE.  The sieve (screen) designating the lower limit or bottom size of a series with the largest openings through which the coal passes.  This is cited as a percentage by weight of coal smaller than the defined bottom size that passes through a defined bottom size screen.  This requirement is found in the Schedule section of the solicitation/contract (e.g., no more than 15 percent passing through a ¼ inch screen).  The defined bottom size is not to be confused with the size of the smallest particles in the lot.


	(b)  TEST METHODS.  ASTM D 4749-87, Standard Test Method for Performing the Sieve Analysis of Coal and Designating Coal Size (Reapproved 1994); ASTM D 2013-86, Preparing Coal Samples for Analysis Reapproved 1994).


	(c)  SIEVE APPARATUS.


		(1)  In addition to conforming to all other specifications set forth in this contract, all coal delivered shall be substantially of the size or sizes specified, determined as follows:


			(i)  In all double screened coal (known as prepared sizes), the maximum and/or minimum top size specified shall pass through a round hole perforated screen (or its equivalent), the perforations of which are equal in diameter to the maximum and/or minimum top size specified.  The maximum and/or minimum bottom size specified shall be retained on a round hole perforated screen (or its equivalent), the perforations of which are equal in diameter to the maximum and/or minimum bottom size specified.


			(ii)  In all single screened coal (known as screenings, slack, or mechanically fired steam coal) the maximum and/or minimum top size specified shall pass through a round hole perforated screen (or its equivalent), the perforations of which are equal in diameter to the maximum and/or minimum top size specified.  As single screened coal is purely a resultant product, no maximum and/or minimum bottom can be specified and no bottom screening required.


			(iii)  Where "crushed run of mine" or "crushed prepared sizes" are accepted upon award for screenings and/or slack coal as described in (ii) above, the maximum and/or minimum top sizes may be determined by adjusting the crusher to that position where the crushed product will not exceed the maximum top size or be less than the minimum top size required.  Where such crushed coal is furnished, no screening is required.  Run of mine coal shall be full of the mine with no sizes removed.  The maximum size will be limited by the contract terms; and lumps exceeding that maximum size shall not be removed but shall be broken or crushed to come within the maximum size limitations.


	(d)  SAMPLE SIZE.


		(1)  When a definite size consist is required, the Schedule for coal will specify the minimum percentage for coal which will be retained or the maximum percentage of coal that will pass through the screen(s).


		(2)  A size consist sample shall be no less than 1,000 pounds which shall be drawn in equal  increments from not to exceed 5 carloads or truckloads of coal in any one shipment.


		(3)  The size consist sample shall be drawn in equal increments from 9 points in the car(s) or truck(s).  Lay out 3 diagonals (example:  [\\\] ) across the car(s) or truck(s), beginning at the right front corner, diagonally across the car(s) or truck(s) to the other side.  Three equally spaced collection points shall be designated for each diagonal.  The first increments should be taken from the inside of the first diagonal {\\.\].  The 9th increment should be taken from the left rear corner of the 3rd diagonal in the car(s) or truck(s) [‘\\\].


	(e)  SAMPLING.  Where single screened and/or crushed coal of a definite size consist is required by the contract, all coal delivered there under shall meet or be better than the size consist specified in the Schedule for coal as determined and reported in accordance with ASTM D 4749, using Round-hole screens.  Sampling will not be required if it is obvious upon a visual inspection that the  coal fails to meet size consist requirements, and that fact is acknowledged by a Contractor’s representative.  The screening test at the receiving activity shall be conclusive as to whether the size consist requirement has been met. 


	(f)  NOTIFICATION OF REJECTION AND SAMPLE RETENTION.


		(1)  If the size consist of the car(s) or truck(s) is sampled and screened as described above and fails to meet the sizing required by the Schedule, the coal may be rejected by the Contracting Officer, the Contractor will be required to remove the coal at its expense.  As an alternative, coal rejected for noncompliance of size consist requirements may be accepted at an adjusted price recommended by the receiving activity and agreed to by the Contractor and the Contracting Officer.


		(2)  The screened sample shall be retained in a protected place for seven full days, not counting the day the sample is screened, and shall be available for inspection by the Contractor and/or the Contracting Officer.





			Example:  Sample Screening Date:	Nov 15


			Holding Period:	Nov 16-22


			Destroy Sample:	Nov 23
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