                 DESC FT BELVOIR VA//B/BP/

                 DET3 WR ALC KELLY AFB TX//SFT//

                 DIRUSAPC NEW CUMBERLAND PA//

                 NAVPETOFF FT BELVOIR VA//NPO//

            INFO HQ USAF WASHINGTON DC//ILSP//

                 HQ AMC SCOTT AFB IL//LGS//LGSF//

                 12AF DAVIS MONTHAN AFB AZ//A4-LG/LGSLGSF//

                 8AF BARKSDALE AFB LA//LGS/LGSF//

                 HQ ACC LANGLEY AFB VA//LGS/LGSF//

                 HQ AETC RANDOLPH AFB TX//LGS/LSF//

                 HQ AFMC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//LGS/LGSF//

                 HQ AFRC ROBINS AFB GA//LGS//LGSWF//

                 HQ AFSOC HURLBURT FLD FL//LGS//LGRS//

                 HQ AFSP PETTERSON AFB CO//LGS//LGSF//

                 USCENTAF SHAW AFDB SC//A4-LGS/LGSF//

                 HQ PACAF HICAM AFB HI//LGS/LGSF//

                 HQ USAFE RAMSTEIN AB GE//LGS/LGSF//

                 DESC PACIFIC CP H M SMITH HI//

                 DESC EUROPE WIESBADEN AB GE

                 DESC AMERICAS HOUSTON TX

                 DESC MIDDLE EAST BAHRAIN BA

                 DESC FT DIX NJ

                 DESC ST LOUIS JEFFERSON BARRACKS ANGS MO

                 DESC LOS ANGELES SAN PEDRO CA

                 ANGRC ANDREWS AFB MD//LGSF

                 DESC FT BELVOIR VA//DESC-B//BP//

UNCLAS

SUBJ: UPDATE ON DESC EFFORTS TO SOLVE APPLE JELLY PROBLEM

REFERENCE:

A. DESC-B MSG DTG 131956Z DEC 00, SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE TO RESOLVE JET FUEL QUALITY PROBLEM (NOTAL) 

B. DESC-B MSG DTG 241849Z JAN 01, SUBJECT: APPLE JELLY (AJ) UPDATE AND ACTION PLAN (NOTAL)

1. DESC AWARDED A CONTRACT TO SOUTHWEST RESEARCH INSTITUTE (SWRI), SAN ANTONIO, TX ON 17 JAN 01 TO DETERMINE THE CAUSES OF THE ONGOING APPLE JELLY PROBLEM.  THE PROJECT IS EXPECTED TO LAST APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS, WITH THE GOAL TO DEVELOP VIABLE SOLUTIONS TO PRECLUDE THE FORMATION OF THE GELATINOUS SUBSTANCE IN DOD FUEL.

2. REPRESENTATIVES OF SWRI AND THEIR SUBCONTRACTORS MET WITH DESC, AIR FORCE (WR-ALC/SF) AND NAVY (NAVAIR 4.4.5) REPRESENTATIVES TO PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THEIR PLANS AND OUTLINE THEIR ROLES IN INFORMATION GATHERING AND RESEARCH.  SWRI'S PLAN IS TO ANALYZE CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF APPLE JELLY AND FUEL OBTAINED FROM THE FIELD, REVIEW REFINERY PRODUCTION AND OPERATIONS (WITH SITE VISITS), AND DETERMINE THE ROLES OF ADDITIVES AND CONTAMINANTS IN THE FORMATION OF APPLE JELLY.  SWRI PLANS TO PRODUCE MEASURABLE QUANTITIES OF APPLE JELLY IN THE LABORATORY TO CONFIRM HOW IT FORMS AT VARIOUS POINTS IN THE FUEL DISTRIBUTION CHAIN (INCLUDING FORMATION IN AIRCRAFT.)

3. APPLE JELLY AND CORRESPONDING FUEL SAMPLES FROM AS MANY AFFECTED LOCATIONS AS POSSIBLE WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE STUDY PROGRAM. UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, ALL BASE LEVEL ACTIVITIES THAT ARE EXPERIENCING, OR MAY EXPERIENCE, APPLE JELLY OCCURRENCES ARE REQUESTED TO SUBMIT THESE SAMPLES TO SWRI AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: SOUTHWEST RESEARCH INSTITUTE, 6220 CULEBRA ROAD, BUILDING 99, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78238-5166, ATTN: JOE GARZA/ANDY WAYNICK. ALL SAMPLES SHIPMENTS WILL BE PAID BY SWRI, USING ONLY FEDERAL EXPRESS WITH THE FOLLOWING CODE: 078100014. LOCATIONS WHICH DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO FEDERAL EXPRESS SHOULD CONTACT THE DESC POC, MR. LINDSEY HICKS, AT DSN 427-8359, FOR INSTRUCTIONS ON ACCESSING ALTERNATE MEANS OF SHIPMENT AND PAYMENT. 
4. ALL APPLE JELLY AND FUEL SAMPLES SHOULD BE TAKEN FOLLOWING THE DETAILED INSRUCTIONS THAT ARE POSTED ON THE DESC WEB SITE AT THE FOLLOWING INTERNET ADDRESS: HTTP://WWW.DESC.DLA.MIL/MAIN/WHATSNEW.HTM (USE ALL LOWERCASE TYPE.) INCLUDED IN THE INSTRUCTIONS ARE PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING PROPER SAMPLE CONTAINERS AND RECEIVING FURTHER ASSISTANCE FROM SWRI IF NECESSARY.  

5. THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS HAVING HAD FREQUENT APPLE JELLY OCCURRENCES DURING THE CURRENT WINTER PERIOD:

A. GRAND FORKS AFB, ND

B. OTIS ANG, MA

C. TINKER AFB, OK

D. MCCONNELL AFB, KS

E. BARKSDALE, AFB, LA

F. OSAN AIR BASE, KOREA

G. PEASE ANG, NH

H. MAINE ANG, BANGOR, ME

I. MISAWA AB, JAPAN

J. MAXWELL AFB, AL

L. SHAW AFB, SC

M. KADENA AB, JAPAN

N. YOKOTA AB, JAPAN

THESE LOCATIONS WILL BE SENT A SAMPLING KIT INCLUDING CONTAINERS AND MATCHING PACKAGING BOXES BY 15 FEB 01, AND ARE REQUESTED TO SEND EXISTING SAMPLES TO SWRI UPON RECEIPT OF THE KIT. ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES THAT EXPERIENCE APPLE JELLY SHOULD FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS AS POSTED AT THE REFERENCED WEB SITE FOR TAKING AND SENDING SAMPLES.

6. EACH ACTIVITY THAT SENDS SAMPLES TO SWRI SHOULD SEND AN E-MAIL MESSAGE TO MR. HICKS, AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: LHHICKS@DESC.DLA.MIL (USE ALL LOWERCASE TYPE.) THE E-MAIL SHOULD PROVIDE A PRIMARY POC AT THE ACTIVITY, AND THE FOLLOWING:

A. NUMBER AND TYPES OF SAMPLES SENT.

B. DATES SAMPLES WERE TAKEN.

C. DATES SAMPLES WERE SENT.

D. SAMPLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS.

E. CORRESPONDING FED EX SHIPPING AND TRACKING NUMBERS.

NOTIFY MR. HICKS DIRECTLY VIA E-MAIL OR AT DSN 427-8359 CONCERING QUESTIONS, COMMENTS OF PROBLEMS WITH ACCESSING ANY INFORMATION REGARDING THE REQUESTED TASKS.

